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(1) Results of Forest relevant targets in EU forest related policy instruments – can progress 
be measured by the pan-European criteria and indicators for sustainable forest 
management? (Lier et. al 2021) 
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24 identified targets focus on following topics 
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What pan-European indicators suit to monitor 
the progress of a target?
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indicators 
e.g.

forest area
growing stock
carbon stock

health and vitality 
biodiversity 
protective 

…

Quantitative targets, e.g. 
• legally protect a minimum of 30% 

of the EU’s  land area and 30% of 
the EU’s sea area (Biodiversity
Strategy)

Qualitative targets, e.g. 
• improve EU forested area, both in 

quality and quantity (Green Deal)

• need for objective and 
measurable definition

• thresholds/targets needed
• clarification which aspects to 

improve

Pan-European 
indicators 

e.g.
forest area

protected forests

Major adjustments needed

• can provide information on 
share of protected forest 
area in total forest area

Applicable as such

Lier et al. 2021 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2021.102481
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Conclusion: 
22 pan-European indicators 
potentially suitable to provide 
information on progress 
towards the identified EU 
forest relevant targets
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Table: Adjustments to pan-European Indicators to provide information on progress towards forest relevant targets. Legend: +++ = applicable 
as such, ++ = minor adjustments needed, + = major adjustments needed. Table modified after Lier et al. 2021 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2021.102481

Lier et al. 2021 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2021.102481
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(2) Results of The New EU Forest Strategy for 2030: A New Understanding of Sustainable 
Forest Management? (Lier et. al 2022) 

 Strategy strongly determined by developments and legally 
binding EU policy instruments for other sectors, notably 
biodiversity, climate change, renewable energy, bioeconomy, 
and rural development

 of 63 objectives and commitments identified, 44 are justified, 
directly or indirectly, as a contribution to climate change 
mitigation or adaptation (e.g. carbon sequestration and storage 
in forest and harvested wood products, substitution of fossil-
intensive materials), including resilience to extreme events

 12 objectives and commitments address uses of wood, 
especially long-lived wood products, mostly seen in the 
Strategy as a contribution to climate change mitigation, but also 
as a source of green jobs and revenues

The New EU Forest Strategy 2030 –
objectives and commitments
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 Solid bars represent indicators that were 
identified as fully appropriate to monitor 
progress. 

Hatched bars represent the cases in which 
indicators were identified as partially 
appropriate to monitor the progress of 
objectives and commitments (“Partial”). 

 Indicators for which no links to objectives 
and commitments were identified are 
marked by “•”

Number of objectives and commitments 
identified in the New EU Forest Strategy for 
2030 for which each pan-European 
quantitative indicator could be useful
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 EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030: e.g. planting at least 3 billion additional trees in the EU by 2030

 EU Forest Strategy 2030: variables related to SFM? Based on Forest Europe C and I?

 EU Taxonomy, e.g. forest biodiversity, …

 EU legislation on halting deforestation and degradation: e.g. variables related to degradation, …

 EU legal proposal on nature restoration, forest ecosystems: variables for standing and lying deadwood, 
uneven aged forests, forest connectivity, abundance of common forest birds and stock of organic carbon

 EU legislative proposal on EU Forest Monitoring and Strategic Planning (Q2/2023)

EU forest related policy instruments –
which forest relevant variables to assess, monitor and report?
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Further reading
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